
SCC Historic Chapel Update
Our Church determined several years ago that in order to save our Historic Chapel from 
further deterioration it is necessary to raise the Chapel and install a new foundation. All the 
other e� orts made to keep the foundation dry simply are not working.

Our Council had hoped that the work would be done last summer. When that did not hap-
pen, we set our sights on this summer. � at will not happen either.

� is has turned out to be a far more challenging project than this Council or the previous 
Council anticipated.

First, we have not yet received a permit from the city of Sanibel to proceed with this project.

Second, we’ve learned that from start to � nish, beginning with the demolition of the class-
rooms, decking and all else connected to the Chapel, to � nally re-landscaping the area 
around the Chapel, will cost twice as much as our original estimated $285,000.

� ird, our contractor has advised us that he would not undertake this project in the sum-
mer months. � ere is too high a likelihood of encountering rain delays and equipment 
issues and damage that could occur if the necessary excavation under the Chapel were to 
� ood during heavy rains.

A fourth issue that needs to be resolved regards the classrooms attached to the Chapel. � ey 
cannot be raised; rather, they would need to be demolished and re-constructed. � is is the 
time to consider the alternative of building classroom space somewhere else on campus 
rather than reconstructing them on either side of the Chapel. Yet to be resolved is whether 
or not the city will allow us to replace the lost classrooms if they are not re-constructed in 
their current location.

We appreciate your patience through these series of delays and ask for your continued 
prayers for God’s perfect timing. � is fall we will present to you a look into the near future, 
which will include drawings, our options for replacement of classrooms, and a plan for rais-
ing the necessary funds to complete the project. 

In Him,

Stephen LeBar, Interim Pastor  and Gary Potter, Council Chair


